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ment, gave her military supremacy in Germany in 1866, in Eu-
rope in 1870.

The war of 1870 ended the crisis of nationalist wars. Ger-
many, supreme in Europe, has obliged the other states to adopt
her military system and has put a stop to war by making it horri-
ble. By annexing Alsace-Lorraine, she created between herself
and France a permanent hostility which reduces the whole for-
eign policy of Europe to a game of diplomatic combinations for
the preservation of peace. All warlike action has related to the
Orient and has been practically outside of Europe, The jealousy
of the European powers has prevented a rational solution of the
Eastern question. The Turkish problem has, however, been get-
ing gradually, if incompletely, solved by the formation of Chris-
tian states. These, under political forms borrowed from Europe,
are still agitated by the rivalry for influence among the powers
and by the conflict between European civilization and national
tradition.

War has ceased. The perfect police system and the vast mili-
tary power of the governments have made revolutions impossi-
ble. Each state has therefore remained steadfast in the form of
government it had when the military transformation took place;
the governments, taking heart from their power, have stopped
the evolution from the constitutional to the parliamentary sys-
tem. France alone was able to overthrow the Empire, which
had lost its armies, and has established a democratic parliamen-
tary system in which, after long conflict with the Catholic monar-
chical parties, the Radical party acquired control in 1879, an(l
is slowly paving the way for direct representative government.
The other states have preserved their former system, parliamen-
tary in the west, constitutional in the centre.

The nationalist parties in central Europe, Germany, Italy, ajid
Hungary, have weakened the opposition by going over to the
support of the new national governments, But the internal evo-
lution, though slower, has continued peacefully, and the political
parties have undergone a gradual transformation which has ted
them little by little toward democracy. The governments have
abandoned the absolutist system; the conservative party has been
obliged to follow them and has slipped into the place left by the
liberal constitutional party. The parliamentary party, unable to
support restricted suffrage, has approached the democratic pro-